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IN 2000, A team 
of espec ially 
s t u b b o r n 
r e s e a r c h e r s 
HEADED TO THE 
A M A Z O N T O 
S T U D Y T H E 
SPECIES.

The short-eared dog 
is an elusive, medium-
sized canid largely 
r e s t r i c t e d t o 
undisturbed lowland 
Amazon forests. Very 
little is known of its 
biology and ecology.

. . . A N D r e c o r d e d 
NEWBORNS around 
october in several 
localities in Peru. 
THEY RADIO-TRACKED 
four  dogs at Los 
Amigos, Peru...

like other wild canid 
mothers, mammay soon 
bequeathed their shared 
territory, full of food, 
to her daughter.

...including  THIS ~6 mo-
old puppy (lacy), tracked 
for 2 months... 

t h e r e d 
lines in the 
m a p s h o w 
how mammay 
moved away 
from her 
d a u g h t e r . 
lacy stayed 
b e h i n d i n 
t h e h o m e 
range where 
s h e w a s 
b o r n , 
s h o w n i n 
the map by 
the purple 
lines.

Jaguars and pumas also prey on the 
dogs. but it's the destruction of the 
amazon that's the greatest threat to the 
species. 20 years from now the amazon 
will be fragmented if clear-cutting isn't 
stopped.  and that puts one of the 
wor ld ' s r a r est , most b e a u t i f u l 
carnivores at very serious risk.

T h e y f o u n d i t s 
distribution IN THE 
BASIN patchier and 
more restricted than 
previously believed...

But it didn't help lacy: after 
tracking her for 2 months, 
they discovered that she had 
been eaten by a 4-meter boa 
constrictor! 

SO RARE THAT UNTIL 
2000 NO FIELD STUDY 
H A D E V E R B E E N 
ATTEMPTED. SO RARE 
THAT MANY OF THE 
A M A Z O N ' S M O S T 
EXPERIENCED FIELD 
B IO LOGISTS HA v e 
NEVER SEEN us. SO 
R A R E T H A T T H E 
NUMBER OF ANIMALS 
IN ZOOS AROUND THE 
WORLD TODAY IS ZERO.

the dogs used Burrows made by the 
giant armadillo (Priodontes maximus). 
The image ABOVE shows A SINGLE 
b u rrow b e i ng v i s i t e d b y MANY 
DIFFERENT species ON THE SAME day. 
individual dogs were observed using up 
to nine different burrows and logs IN 
A day, resting inside for about two 
hours. Apparently it helps them avoid 
predators...
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walks with a 
tame individual 
o n a l e a s h 
allowed them 
t o o b s e r v e 
wild dogs. this 
female in heat 
followed the 
tame male for 
a full hour!

THE researchers also TOOK over 100 
camera-trap photoS, WHICH REVEALED 
THAT THE SPECIES IS a frugivore and a 
scavenger MOSTLY ACTIVE AT DAWN 
AND DUSK. The graph Below shows THE 
TIMES OF DAY THE SPECIES WAS ACTIVE 
(longer arrows = more SIGHTINGS).

How 
rare are 

we? 

...and HER 
M O T H E R 
(mammay), 
followed 
for a year.


