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Bolivia



Our Amazon rainforests are beautiful. There’s
trees of all different sizes, flowers of all colors,
immense rivers, streams, and lakes that brighten

the scenery for all those who pass through it.

- - _ - Every evening the rainforest
b : d animals would all get together.
The giant otters would race each
other to see who could get to
the burrow first..

Birds of all colors would cross paths
with each other, flying east to west..

And monkeys jumped from
one branch to the other,
looking for a new destination.




The time had come for the animal club to meet
once again, and enjoy a warm night illuminated
by the stars on the shore by a stream.

Don’t worry, they
won'’t be long. It’s easier
for us to get here since

this is where we live...

Stop lying down like a slacker on that log and help
me clean up this trash that the humans left. It'll
take fifty years to clean it all up myself hehe... Here come the good
times! Here comes the
fun! Here comes..ME!

Hello my dear friends! I Almost all of us are here,
don't say hello to just we're only missing our one
anyone becavse I'm a solitary friend...

lazy goose '




Good evening,
my friends!!
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Here he comes across
the stream! Look who's going for
a swim hahaha!

I see you look very content,
Jaguar. You must have had a I feel so relaxed, going for
a swim after a long, hot day..

Careful with
the campfire!

Whoops! Sorry monkey,
I'll get you some more
branches.




Tapir, make sure you don't crush
another plant with your behind..

]
Well, our campfire is ready. hahaha! ]
Let's all take a seat. Don’t worry me like
that, Monkey. I won't crush
any more seeds or baby plants...

Well, to start, I live in the rivers of
We're all in our places now g ) the Bolivian Amazon. They're basically
so we can start the Meetir\é P _ our roads and also our homes.

We're very curious
to know your little
story, turtle!

We are the second largest river turtle species in
Bolivia. We are also very sensitive to changes in our
environment, like an ‘indicator’ of good water quality of
rivers, streams and lakes.

No wonder I always see you
so content sunbathing on the
tree trunks.




We eat everything within our reach, from small [
insects to aquatic plants. We also spread seeds that - And how do you
fall from trees and fruits, and contribute to the flow i spread all the seeds?
of nutrients between the river and forest. And like all
species, we help with the formation of riparian forests.

With the overflow of rivers from heavy rain, my - . o
friends and I swim to other shores, while also | Get out of here! I didn’t know
exploring inside the forest. That's where we become [ that. But..Now that I think

important seed dispersers for the riparian forest. Sl 8 -~ about it, I usually don't see
| . many turtles in the rivers..

- Calm down Monkey! We're sorry about
That means the water him, he likes to be the center of
is contaminated and attention at every chance he gets.
the riparian forests
are going to disappear!




It’s true..We are fewer in number. In
addition to the contamination of the rivers,
my species is facing other harsh threats...

I heard that some humans
say that this is because of
“tire change?”

Hahaha, you mean “climate
change,” Monkey..But what does
that have to do with the low
guantity of turtles?

The first one may be hard to understand. For
many years it's been difficult to predict when
the rainy season or dry season comes.

This is what happens: Last time I laid my eggs on the

river shores during the dry season, my friendsand I [ f dl Losi
thought that if it rained, it would only be a little, and [l cl)lw sa " t;)s.mg
our babies would be safe and dry. But over the last il all your babies

few years, it's rained even more, and many of us
turtles have lost our nests under the water.

Well, us turtles are full of protein
for humans...

Us too, but even I still see
many agoutis in the forest.

That's true, but apart from you all,
we have lots of hatchlings. We can have
between twenty to thirty eggs per nest.

in one day...

And what is the
second threat?

..Because we know
that only a few will
grow up to be adults.

Is it just me or is this
story much more tragic
than Jaguvar’s?




And so, when humans come in
search of eggs from our nests, it
reduces our population even more. ||
And to make things worse, they
find all of the eggs on the beaches!

ALL of the eggs from the nest!?
It’s like if I ate all the ants, it
would give me indigestion.

Humans have to understand that
we are also part of the forest, and that we
want to maintain our natural habitat
for our offspring.

But it’s not all negative, Jaguar.
There are groups of people that
exist who are our heroes. There
aren’t many, but boy are they
brave!

They are guardians of the forest, and
protectors of the rivers who watch over
the beaches and rescue our eggs.
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They look after us, and after a while, thousands of
turtles are born. Afterwards, they take care of them
and ensure they are healthy enough to be released. It's
an exciting event for children and adults in the areal!

Oh my! I've known
you since you were so
little and I didn’t know
that you were rescued.

From the moment they are freed into the
rivers, it’s a fight to survive..Yet here you see
me, I'm one of them! “A winner of the race.”

It's a hope of survival
for all of those who
inhabit the imposing

forests of the Bolivian

Amazon!

Well, well, let’s put our emotions aside!
Now I propose to you all a race, and since I am
the champion, I have an advantage!




CAPUCHIN
MONKEY

(Cebus albifrons)
Of all the animals in this
story, | am the one who

lives in the largest groups:
up to 35 individuals! We
all help care for our young
and protect them from
danger.

JAGUAR
(Panthera onca)

Of all the animals in this
story, | have the most
powerful pounce. Some
experts say that my name
comes from the indigenous
Tupi-Guarini word
“Yaguareté,” which means
“true fear beast.” But
don't be afraid, | do not
attack humans.

ANTEATER WACA"

(Myrmecophaga tridactyla) (Ara macao)

Of all the mammails in this
story, I'm the only one that
doesn't have any teeth

(neither does the Macaw, &
but she is a bird). | use my
tongue to scoop up termites
(and other invertebrates)
that I love to devour.

Of all the animals in this
story, | am the most
colorful. You can see the
brilliance of our colors
when we fly in pairs or
groups. We can also live
the longest, up to 50-60

years.

AGOUTI GIANT OTTER
(Dasyprocta variegata) (Pleronura brasiliensis)

Of all the animals in

Of all the animails in this
this story, | am the only story, | am the most
one who manages to endangered. There aren’t
open Brazil nuts. We many of us left, as we only
love to sow its seeds live in some rivers and
throughout the forest. lakes in the Amazon. Our
This is the only way bodies are completely

new Brazil nut trees adapted to swim and
grow. “catch fish.

TAPIR

(Tapirus terrestris) (Podacnemis unifilis)
Of all the animails in this Of all the animals in this
story, | am the largest. Us story, | am the shor'test.
tapirs can weigh more They call me the river
than 300 kg. Imagine the turtle because I live in
amount of vegetation we rivers and lakes in the

have to eat to maintain Amazon. I'm considered
this voluminous body! endangered due to the
exploitation of my eggs.

We are easily recognized

by the spots on our heads.
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